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The following annual reports were read and referred to the 
Publication Committee: 

KEPOET OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY. 

The average attendance at the meetings during the year has in- 
creased to 29. A quorum was lacking twice in midsummer, while 
the largest attendance at any meeting was 143. The plan of 
sending postal card notices of the meeting has been continued 
with good' results. When the communications have been records 
of original observations they have been reported by the authors 
and published in the Proceedings. Such, of course, are of most 
importance, but in their absence it has been found desirable to 
secure resumes of progress in various fields of science, reports of 
collecting trips and explorations, remarks on current additions to 
the museum and other matters not strictly original, but yet of 
interest to those who find in them sufficient reason for attendance 
at the meetings. 

Communications have been made by Messrs. J. C. Morris, Gold- 
smith, Dixon, Keeley, Calvert, Schumo, Heilprin, Pilsbry, Dall, 
Woolman, Boyer, Stone, G. Vaux, Jr., William S. Vaux, Jr., 
Miller, C. Morris, Mercer, S. Brown, Holt, Sharp, Holman, 
Skinner, Morsell, A. E. Brown, Bryant, MacFarlane, Harshber- 
ger, Cockerell, Rand, Lyman, U. C. Smith, Schaeffer, Hamilton, 
Rhoads, Palmer, Moore, H. C. Chapman, F. M. Chapman and 
James. 

Five hundred and thirty-eight pages of the Proceedings, illus- 
trated by eighteen plates, and the second number of the eleventh 
volume of the Journal have been published, the latter consisting 
of one hundred and thirty- eight pages and five plates. In addi- 
tion forty-nine pages of the third number of the volume profusely 
illustrated by text figures, a continuation of Mr. Clarence B. 
Moore's papers on southern burial mounds, have been printed in 
advance at the expense of the author. 

Forty-one papers have been presented for publication, as fol- 
lows: H. A. Pilsbry 6, H. W. Fowler 4, Witmer Stone 4, William 
J. Fox 3, Gerrit S. Miller 3, E. G. Vanatta 2, J. Percy Moore 
2, Philip P. Calvert 2, James Francis Abbott 2, C. W. Johnson 
1, Thomas Meehan 1, Katherine J. Bush 1, T. D. A. Cockerell 1, 
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Harry C. Oberholser 1, John W. Harshberger 1, Rev. William 
T. a Morsell 1, Clarence B. Moore 1, Theodore D. Rand 1, C. 
N. E. Eliot 1, George and William S. Vaux, Jr., 1, H. A. 
Pilsbry and T. D. A. Cockerell 1, H. A. Pilsbry and Edw. G. 
Vanatta 1. Thirty -seven of these have been printed in the 
Proceedings, one in the Journal, two remain to be acted on, and 
one was withdrawn by the author. 

The Entomological Section (American Entomological Society) 
has issued 306 pages and 7 plates of the Entomological News, and 
309 pages and 5 plates of the Transactions. 

The first series of the Manual of Gonchology having been com- 
pleted last year, the publications of the Conchological Section have 
been confined to the section of Pulmonata, as it has been deemed 
advisable to postpone, for the present, work on the marine bivalves, 
which will constitute the continuation of this important contribu- 
tion to conchology, if the resources of the Section will warrant the 
undertaking. One hundred and seventy-six pages of Vol. XII of 
the seeond series, Pulmonata, illustrated by 46 plates, have been 
published. 

The Academy's publications, therefore, during the year, have 
amounted to 1416 pages and 81 plates, a gratifying increase over 
the issue of last year. 

The statistics of distribution are as follows : 

Proceedings, mailed to subscribers, . .... 78 

" mailed to exchanges 102 

* ' sent to exchanges through the International 

Bureau (Smithsonian Inst.), . . . 442 

622 

Journal, mailed to subscribers, 37 

" mailed to exchanges, 14 

" sent to exchanges through the International 

Bureau (Smithsonian Inst. ), .... 54 

105 
The edition remains as heretofore, 1,000 copies of the Proceed- 
ings and 500 copies of the Journal. 

Cases have been erected on the upper floor of the museum build- 
ing for the storage of the stock of the Academy's publications 
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remaining on hand. It is hoped they may remain here until 
disposed of by sale or exchange. The plates damaged by the 
flood of last year have not yet been reprinted. 

Eleven members have been elected since the last report. Dur- 
ing the same period the deaths of fourteen members have been 
announced, five have been dropped for non-payment of dues, and 
seven resignations have been recorded, making a net loss of 
fifteen. Twelve correspondents have been added to the roll and 
the deaths of twelve have been recorded. 

A proposition to revise the By-Laws was referred to the Council, 
February 21. After careful consideration at one stated and two 
adjourned meetings an amended code was reported to the Acad- 
emy. It was adopted after reading, at meetings held April 27, 
May 2 and 9. The most important changes embodied in the new 
code are the substitution of Assistant Curatorships, the titles and 
duties of which are to be defined by the Council, for the Profes- 
sorships, the repeal of the clause limiting the possible continuous 
term of the presidency to four years, and providing for the ap- 
pointment of a Committee on Accounts in addition to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. Numerous verbal alterations were also made, 
redundancies removed and related clauses placed in juxtaposition, 
resulting, it is believed, in a clearer and more explicit code than that 
which it replaces. 

The thanks of the Academy were voted to Miss Adeline S. 
Tryon for her generosity in satisfying a mortgage of $5,000 on a 
property devised to the Conchological Section by her brother, Mr. 
George W. Tryon, Jr. 

A committee consisting of Messrs. Nolan, Montgomery, Sharp, 
Pilsbry and Fox was appointed at the request of the representative 
of the committee on the proposed international catalogue of scien- 
tific literature, to consider the preliminary announcement, and to 
advise as to the desirability of the provisions and methods em- 
bodied therein. The committee presented a report March 28, 
1899, which was adopted and ordered to be forwarded as the 
action of the Academy. 

The lecture hall and library were used for the annual meeting of 
the American Ornithologists' Union, the most successful, it is 
believed, in the history of the society, and for the first autumn 
ession of the Pennsylvania Library Club. 
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Miss Harriet M. Wardle was appointed a Jessup Fund student 
under the provision for females made by the late Mrs. Bloomfield 
H. Moore as an addition to the trust endowed by her father. 

A committee has been appointed by the President, at the in- 
stance of the American Philosophical Society, to represent the 
Academy at a meeting to be held in commemoration of the late 
Dr. D. G. Brinton, who held the position of Professor of Ethnol- 
ogy and Archaeology in the Academy from February 25, 1884, 
until his death. 

The Anthropological Section, not having held sessions or pre- 
sented a report during the preceding twelve months, was, under 
the By-Laws, declared at the meeting of the Academy held 
December 27, 1898, to be no longer in existence. 

Edward J. Nolan, 

Recording Secretary. 



REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

During the past year, commencing December 1, 1898, there 
have been received from one hundred and ten societies, museums, 
libraries, etc., one hundred and eighty-six acknowledgments of 
the receipt of the publications of the Academy, and from forty -four 
societies, libraries, etc., fifty-six notices that their publications 
have been forwarded to the Academy. Fourteen applications for 
exchange and for supply of deficiencies in sets of the Academy's 
publications, together with eleven circulars and invitations to the 
Academy to participate in congresses or meetings, and seven an- 
nouncements of the deaths of scientific men, have also been 
received, and when necessary, answered. 

The deaths of twelve correspondents have been recorded. 

Four hundred and twenty-nine acknowledgments of gifts to 
the library have been forwarded. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Benjamin Sharp, 

Corresponding Secretary. 



